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Muller’s meticulous work begun in volume one of the present edition continues in volume 2.  

Below I’ve included the entire table of contents of this second part because, first, it offers 

potential readers a very full description of the book and, second, it demonstrates in a very clear 

way exactly how thorough Muller is.  Consequently, this part of my multi-segment review will 

be considerably longer than usual.  Indeed, the table of contents itself covers six pages!  Still, I 

feel justified in doing this and am unapologetic for its length.  The review proper will commence 

immediately after the TOC: 

PART 1 INTRODUCTION 

Chapter 1. The Doctrine of Scripture in Medieval Scholastic Theology: From the Rise of Scholasticism to 

the End of the Fifteenth Century 
1.1 Scholarship and Perspectives on the History of the Doctrine of Scripture 

A. The Problem of a History of the Doctrine of Scripture 

B. Histories of Scripture: Doctrinal and Exegetical 

1.2 Canon, Inspiration, and the Interpretation of the Bible in Medieval Scholastic Theology 

A. The Canon of Scripture and Its Interpretation 

1. The authority and the identity of the canon 

2. The Glossa ordinaria and the interpretive tradition 

3. The quadriga and medieval exegesis 

B. The Understanding of Scripture in the Theology of the Thirteenth-Century Doctors 

1. From sacra pagina to sacra theologia 

2. The inspiration and authority of Scripture 

3. The authority of Scripture and the science of theology 

1.3 Late Medieval and Renaissance Approaches to Scripture and Interpretation 

A. The Doctrine of Inspiration and Authority in the Later Middle Ages 

1. Developments in the concept of inspiration 

2. Duns Scotus on the authority, necessity, and sufficiency of Scripture 

B. Questions concerning Scripture, Tradition, and Hermeneutics in the Later Middle Ages and the 

Renaissance 

1. Scripture and tradition in late medieval debate 

2. The literal sense of Scripture: new accents in late medieval and Renaissance hermeneutics 



Chapter 2. The Doctrine of Scripture in Its Protestant Development: From the Reformation to the End of 

the Seventeenth Century 
2.1 Scripture and the Reformation 

A. Trajectories from Luther to Calvin 

1. The early Reformation: Luther, Zwingli, and Bucer 

2. A second generation: Bullinger, Vermigli, Calvin, and Musculus 

3. The Reformers’ doctrine and modern interpretation 

B. The Development of Doctrine in the Reformed Confessions 

1. The confessional context of Reformation and orthodoxy 

2. Confessions of the early Reformation 

3. The great national confessions, 1559 to 1566 

4. Confessions from the early orthodox era 

5. Confessions of the high orthodox era 

2.2 Developments, Issues, and Documents of the Early Orthodox Era 

A. Reformation and Orthodoxy: a Matter of Perspective 

1. The development of a formal Protestant doctrine of Scripture 

2. Twentieth-century assessments of orthodoxy: problematic perspectives on the history of doctrine 

B. The Early Orthodox and the Trajectory of Reformed Teaching on Scripture 

1. Between the Reformers and the full early orthodox formulation: Ursinus, Zanchius, and their 

contemporaries 

2. Canon, confessionality, and polemic: Protestant and Roman interchange and the formulation of 

orthodox doctrine 

3. The orthodox locus de Scriptura sacra: a balance of issues, positive and polemical 

2.3 Development and Issues in the Reformed Orthodox Doctrine of Scripture, ca. 1640 to ca. 1725 

A. The Scriptural Norm and the Internal Doctrinal Debates of Orthodoxy 

1. Scripture, hermeneutics, and the federal theology 

2. The doctrine of Scripture among the Saumur theologians 

B. The High Orthodox Doctrine of Scripture 

1. The dogmatic development 

2. Exegetical and critical developments 

C. Doctrinal and Critical Problems of High Orthodoxy 

1. From Cappel to Simon: text criticism and its limits in the era of orthodoxy 

2. La Peyrére, Meijer, and Spinoza: philosophical rationalism enters the debate over Scripture 

3. Theological and hermeneutical change in the transition to late orthodoxy and the eighteenth century 

PART 2 THE REFORMED ORTHODOX DOCTRINE OF SCRIPTURE 

Chapter 3. Scripture as Word of God and Principium Cognoscendi Theologiae 
3.1 Scripture as Principium or Foundation of Theology 

A. The Scriptural Foundation in the Theology of the Reformers: The Perspective of the Reformed 

Confessions 

B. The Scriptural Foundation as Identified and Defined by the Reformed Orthodox 

3.2 The Necessity of Revelation by the Word and the Necessity of Scripture 

A. The Necessity of Revelation: Continuities in Doctrine from the Late Middle Ages to the Age of the 

Protestant Orthodoxy 

1. Reformation-era foundations 

2. The necessity of revelation and the theological principia of Reformed orthodoxy 

3. Patterns of exposition: varieties of expression of the concept of the necessity of Word in the era of 

orthodoxy 

B. The Doctrine of the Necessity of Revelation by Means of the Word in Reformed Theology 

1. The teaching of the Reformers 

2. The Reformed orthodox development: revelation and the scriptural Word as necessary to theology 

3. High orthodox codification: Turretin on the necessity of revelation 

3.3 The Word of God in the Reformation and Orthodoxy: Issues and Basic 

Definitions 

A. Misapprehensions of the Reformed Orthodox Doctrine: The Distinction between Word and Scripture 



1. The historiographical problem 

2. Heppe and the problem of “Scripture” and “Word” 

B. Basic Definitions of Scripture and Word in the Eras of the Reformation and Orthodoxy 

1. Scripture as Word in the era of the Reformation 

2. Word and the history of revelation in the thought of the Reformers 

3. The Reformed orthodox approach to Word and Scripture 

3.4 Word as Essential, Unwritten and Written, Living and Inscripturated, External and Internal, Immediate 

and Mediate 

A. The Reformed Orthodox Understanding of “Word” in Its Several Senses 

1. The basic distinction between the essential Word of God and the forms of revelation 

2. From unwritten living speech to written or inscripturated Word: the historical pattern of revelation 

3. In polemic with Rome: the dogmatic significance of the historical path of revelation 

4. The issue of continuity: a revision of Heppe’s paradigm 

B. The Written Word and Its Work: The Living Presence of the Word through Its Written Form 

1. The internal and external Word of God 

2. The immediate and mediate presence of the Word 

C. The Fourfold Understanding of Word in Reformed Orthodoxy: Some Conclusions 

3.5 The Foundation and Scope of Scripture 

A. Fundamentum and Scopus in the Earlier Reformed Theology 

1. The issue of a fundamentum or scopus scripturae 

2. Fundamentum and scopus scripturae in the thought of the Reformers 

B. The Foundation and Scope of Scripture in Reformed Orthodox Theology 

1. Heppe and the implications of a fundamentum scripturae for Reformed dogmatics 

2. The development of the concept in early orthodox dogmatics 

3. Full development of the concept of a scopus or fundamentum scripturae in the thought of Cocceius 

and the theologians of high orthodoxy 

Chapter 4. The Divinity of Scripture 
4.1 The Divinity of Scripture: Causes and Ends 

A. Scripture and Causality: Statement of Issues 

1. Meaning and implications of the application of causal language to Scripture 

2. Scripture and the fourfold causality: the early orthodox paradigm 

B. Scripture and the Divine Purpose: Divine and Human Ends of the Sacred Text 

4.2 The Inspiration of Scripture 

A. Reformation and Orthodoxy on Inspiration 

1. Historiographical approaches 

2. The Reformers on the inspiration of Scripture 

3. Heppe on the transition from Reformation to orthodoxy: a critique 

B. The Reformed Orthodox Doctrine of Inspiration 

1. Basic formulae: the meaning of “inspiration” 

2. Inspiration and the human writers of Scripture 

3. Debate and response: varieties of high orthodox formulation 

4. Problems confronting the late orthodox doctrine of inspiration 

4.3 The Divinity of Scripture: Authority, Authenticity, and Evidences 

A. The Reformers and the Early Orthodox: Problem of Divine Authority and Its Evidences 

1. Evidences of divinity as a theological problem 

2. Calvin on the evidences of divinity in Scripture 

3. Zanchi and the early orthodox view of authority and evidences 

B. Reformed Orthodox Definitions of the Authority of Scripture 

1. The definition, division, and organization of the topic 

2. The authority of Scripture as principial: authentia and autopistia 

C. Evidences of the Divinity and Authority of Scripture in Reformed Orthodox Theology 

1. The Spirit and the evidences of divinity: the priority of the testimonium internum 

2. The character of revelation and the evidences of divinity 

3. The “intrinsic” evidences 



4. The “extrinsic” evidences 

5. The limitation of arguments based on evidences 

6. The recasting of the arguments in the era of late orthodoxy 

4.4 Faith and the Scriptural Principium 

A. Foundations of Knowledge: The Relationship of Faith and Scripture 

1. The historiographical question: material and formal “principles” 

2. Principial understandings of faith among the Reformers 

B. Faith as Principium Internum: Reformed Orthodox Perspectives 

1. The place of faith in relation to Scripture 

2. Mastricht on faith in the context of the theological principia 

Chapter 5. Scripture according to Its Properties 
5.1 The Attributes or Properties of Scripture in the Protestant Tradition 

A. The Reformers and the Attributes of Scripture 

B. Views of the Protestant Orthodox 

1. Exegetical foundations and fundamental intention of the doctrine 

2. Specific doctrinal formulae among the Reformed orthodox 

5.2 Truth, Certainty, and Infallibility 

A. The Reformers on the Truth, Certainty, and Infallibility of Scripture 

1. Calvin 

2. Bullinger and Musculus 

B. The Reformed Orthodox Doctrine of Biblical Infallibility 

1. The positive doctrine 

2. Polemical defense 

3. Some specific texts 

5.3 Purity, Holiness, Perfection, and Sufficiency 

A. From the Reformers to Their Immediate Successors 

B. The Reformed Orthodox on the Purity, Holiness, Perfection, and Sufficiency of Scripture 

1. Purity and Holiness 

2. Perfection in “matter” or “substance” 

3. Formal and “relative” perfection: Scripture in contrast to tradition 

4. Effectual perfection 

5. The sufficiency of Scripture 

5.4 Perspicuity and Efficacy 

A. The Perspective of the Reformers 

B. The Reformed Orthodox Approach to the Perspicuity and Efficacy of Scripture 

1. The exegetical and theological implications of scriptural “perspicuity” 

2. The Reformed orthodox doctrine of perspicuity: positive statement and overt continuity with the 

Reformation 

3. Defense of the substantial perspicuity of Scripture in debate with Rome 

4. The perspicuity of the words: the Protestant hermeneutic of the “comparison of places” 

5. In controversy with the Socinians, Remonstrants, and rationalists: defending the clarity and efficacy 

of the principium cognoscendi 

6. Doctrinal and practical implications of the various “attributes” of Scripture 

5.5 Scripture as Rule of Faith and Judge of Controversies: Canonical or Regulative versus Traditionary 

Authority 

A. The “Canonical” or “Regulative” Authority of Scripture in Relation to Tradition 

1. The canonical authority of Scripture—from authority in se to authority quoad nos 

2. Tradition and opinion: Calvin and Daillé on the authority of the fathers 

B. The Reformers and the Reformed Confessions on the Authority of Scripture and Tradition 

1. Scripture and tradition: medieval problem and early Reformation response 

2. The perspective of the Reformed confessions 

3. Musculus and Vermigli on Scripture and tradition 

4. Bullinger and Virel on Scripture and tradition 

C. The Canonical Authority of Scripture according to Reformed Orthodoxy 



1. Scripture as canon or rule of faith: the positive doctrine 

2. Correlations: authority in conformity with the attributes of the text 

3. The canonicity of the Old Testament: seventeenth-century debates 

D. The Authority of Canon and Church according to Reformed Orthodoxy 

1. The authority of the church in relation to Scripture 

2. The priority of Scripture over church 

Chapter 6. The Canon of Scripture and Its Integrity 
6.1 The Problem of the Canon in the Reformation and Post-Reformation Eras 

A. The Interpretive Context: Continuities and Discontinuities in the Protestant Approach to the Text of 

Scripture 

B. The Canon in the Reformation: the Solidification of Confessional Perspectives 

1. The canon of Scripture in the early Reformation confessions 

2. Musculus and debate over the canon: transition to the later Reformed doctrine 

3. The Tridentine Decrees: a turning point in the definition of canon 

4. Calvin, Bullinger, and the solidification of the Reformed conception of the canon 

5. Confessional definitions of the biblical canon after Trent 

C. The Reformed Orthodox Doctrine of the Canon 

1. The theological issue with Rome over the canon 

2. The canonical norm, the principium, and the covenant: doctrinal relationships in Reformed orthodox 

theology 

3. The canon generally considered: basic definitions of the Reformed orthodox 

4. The Old Testament: sources, lost books, and canonical result 

5. Against Rome—the problem of the Apocrypha 

6. The canon of the New Testament: the problem of integrity given the antilegomena and the 

possibility of lost books 

7. Orthodoxy and the canon of Scripture—continuity and change in the sixteenth and seventeenth 

centuries 

6.2 The Authentic Editions and the Text of Scripture 

A. The Integrity of the Hebrew and Greek Texts of Scripture 

1. Textual criticism in the eras of the Reformation and Orthodoxy 

2. The integrity and “authenticity” of the canonical text in the Hebrew and the Greek 

3. The debate over the vowel points 

4. Autographa and apographa: identifying the “original and authentic” text of Scripture 

B. The Problem of Corruptions in the Text 

1. Approaching corruptions in the text: a polemical and exegetical issue 

2. Specific examples of text corruption 

3. Textual debates with doctrinal implications 

6.3 Vernacular Translations and Their Significance 

A. Debate over Translations 

1. The post-Tridentine theological issue 

2. The ancient versions in hermeneutical perspective: the view from the era of orthodoxy 

B. The Authority and Legitimate Use of Translations 

1. The problem of the Vulgate 

2. The Septuagint 

3. Protestant use of the ancient versions 

C. Textual, Hermeneutical, and Theological Problems in the Work of Translation: Some Examples 

1. Rendering “sheol”: Beza and Acts 2:27 

2. Adam in Hosea 6:7: generic or specific? 

Chapter 7. The Interpretation of Scripture 
7.1 Protestant Biblical Interpretation in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries: The Movement from 

Exegesis to Doctrina 

A. Exegesis in the Era of Orthodoxy: An Overview 

1. Protestant orthodox doctrine and the problem of biblical interpretation 



2. The Reformed orthodox commentator 

B. Interpretive Issues and the Eras of Orthodoxy 

1. Early orthodoxy 

2. High orthodoxy 

3. Late orthodoxy 

7.2 The Interpretation of Scripture in the Reformation and Orthodoxy: Development and Codification 

A. The Character and “Divisions” of Right Interpretation 

1. Views of the Reformers 

2. The Reformed orthodox 

B. The Necessity and Authority to Expound: Reading and Exposition of Scripture, Public and Private 

1. Views of the Reformers 

2. Reading and exposition: views of the Reformed orthodox 

7.3 The “Divers Senses” and the Unity of Scripture 

A. The “Literal Sense” of Scripture and Its Breadth of Meaning, from the Reformation to Orthodoxy 

1. The Reformers and the sensus literalis 

2. The problem of the “letter” in the era of orthodoxy 

B. Against Rome: The Unity of the True Sense of Scripture in Its Figures of Speech 

1. The literal sense as, potentially, a figure 

2. The unitary literal sense, including figures in the text 

3. The mystical sense and the letter 

7.4 The Practice of Exegesis: Methods and Rules of Interpretation 

A. The Context of Interpretation and Interpreter 

1. Respect for the sacred text: Christian devotion and prayer 

2. The exegetical conversation: church, tradition, and trajectories of understanding 

B. Approaching the Text Narrowly: Language, Grammar, Scope, and Circumstances 

1. Mastery of the language of Scripture 

2. The grammatical and syntactical sense of the words: distinguishing “proper” from “figurative” and 

“modified” meanings 

3. The narrow “scope” of the book, chapter, or verse 

4. The “circumstances” and general context of the text 

C. Interpretation on the Broader Scale of the Canon 

1. The comparison of passages in Scripture with similar passages 

2. Comparison of “dissimilar” passages 

3. The broader “scope” of the text 

4. The analogy of faith and the analogy of Scripture 

5. Logic and interpretation: the drawing of good and necessary conclusions 

6. Concluding assessment 

7.5 From Exposition to Doctrinal Statement 

A. Patterns of Interpretation: The Identification and Elicitation of Doctrina 

1. Basic premisses: instruction in faith, biblical interpretation, and catholicity 

2. Rules and methods for the understanding of texts 

3. Exegesis and exposition: from textual study to homiletical development 

4. Ramism and exegesis 

B. Dicta probantia and the Protestant Exegetical Tradition 

1. Proof texts in context—toward a reexamination of pre-critical methods 

2. Collegia and loci communes: the halfway house between exegesis and theology 

3. Text, doctrine, and the use of dicta probantia: some examples 

7.6 Epilogue 

 

Each of these seven chapters contain valuable information.  It would be impossible, in any length 

review, to do them all justice; so in what follows I will focus my attention on 4.2- The 

Inspiration of Scripture.   This topic is the subject of never-ending discussion and debate.  We 

are, it’s fair to say, still attempting to come to terms with the idea and means of inspiration.  

What, then, does Muller have to teach us concerning what the Reformed of the 16
th

 century 

through the middle of the 18
th

 believed about the doctrine? 



 

They scarcely seemed at all preoccupied with it!  As Muller points out 

 

The doctrine of the inspiration of Scripture, quite contrary to the impression given 

by much twentieth-century discussion, was not an issue elaborated at great length 

either by the Reformers or by the Protestant orthodox of the late sixteenth and 

early seventeenth centuries. The doctrine, whether “vaguely” or “dynamically,” 

“formally” or “strictly” stated, tended to be presented quite briefly and without 

much argument. Only in the high orthodox era did the doctrine become a major 

focus of discussion, and even then it can hardly be said to have been the dominant 

issue in the locus de Scriptura sacra. The major Reformed scholastic systems—

Polanus’ Syntagma, Gomarus’ Disputationes, the Leiden Synopsis, Walaeus’ 

Loci, Maccovius’ Loci communes, Burman’s Synopsis theologiae, Turretin’s 

Institutio, Heidegger’s Corpus theologiae, and Mastricht’s Theoretico-practica 

theologia, just to name a few—all fail to single out inspiration as a separate topic. 

They tend to view inspiration either as a subtopic of the discussion of the divinity 

of Scripture,
 
or as a characteristic of the forma scripturae arising from the 

discussion of the efficient, formal, material, and final causality of Scripture,
 
or as 

part of the argument for the authority and authenticity of the text (p. 231). 

 

This is important for a number of reasons.  First, and primarily, it demonstrates oh so clearly that 

modern discussions which appeal to ‘The Reformers’ or ‘the heirs of the Reformation’ which 

stress ‘infallibility’ and the like either haven’t actually read the Reformers and their heirs or 

they’ve read them and misrepresented them.  And here we touch on the point which is most 

worthy of stressing: Muller’s ability to present evidence which debunks so much of the falsehood 

which is found in discussions of the theology of the Reformed. 

 

Students of the Reformation; honest, authentic, sincere students who wish to learn what the 

Reformed (of the first and second and successive generations) thought and taught simply cannot 

do better than Muller.  His work remains not only unsurpassed, but indispensable.  Baker 

Academic needs to be urged by everyone who cares about the subject to reissue the print edition 

of these volumes. 

 

Certainly the fact that Logos has an electronic edition is utterly commendable.  Praiseworthy 

even.  But there must, there simply must be a print edition.  If Baker Academic is unwilling to 

provide it, then perhaps they will allow Hendrickson Publications to do it.  Someone, somewhere 

needs to put these volumes back in print.  It must be done. 

 

 

Jim West 

Quartz Hill School of Theology 


